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To: Attorney F. Andrew Turley 
Supervisory Attorney 
Central Enforcement Docket 
Federal Election Commission 

From: Sarkis Joseph (Joe) wloury, Bh.D. 
Former candidate for Congress 
4P. Congressional District 
Riverside, California 

RE: MUR 4880 

Date: March 10,1999 

Dear Mr. Turley; 

Please find enclosed my response to the Barela allegations. The response of 
the treasurer of Khoury for Congress Campaign, Mr. Dave Davis, will be 
forwarded to you in a separate mailing. Please note that Ms. Grossman has 
had nothing to do with my campaign since 1993 when she ended her duties 
as the 1992 campaign treasurer. That campaign file was closed officially 
with the FEC. 

This is a response to the charges and allegations made by Mr. Barela in an 
extensive statement submitted to your office and transmitted subsequently to 
my attention. His statement allegedly addresses the issues I had submitted in 
a complaint to the FEC against Mr. Barela and Mr. Calvert. 

I believe that the Barela response is malicious, full of inaccuracies, and may 
in fact be criminal. E note further that all the statements by Mr. Barela were 
made under oath "with the respect and honor such a declaration demands". 



I believe that a continuation of the investigation against Mr. Barela is fully 
warranted and I believe that the charges I had submitted to the FEC are even 
more relevant today, after the Barela response, than they were before. 

I urge that the investigation be intensified and that Mr. Barela be required to 
submit the names of those who assisted him in the writing and the 
development of the response he submitted, and to identi@ the mechanisms 
he utilized in obtaining those documents and "facts" he alleges to have. 

I wish you the best and I Iook forward to hearing from you. Please call me 
or write me with any questions and concerns. 
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Submitted under penalty of perjury by 
Sarkis Joseph Khoury, Ph.D, 
Riverside, California 92503 
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This response addresses systematically all the relevant allegations presented 
to the FEC by Mr. Cook Barela, former candidate for the United Congress in 
the 43rd Congressional district of Riverside County. His allegations and 
assertions were in response to a complaint I had filed with the FEC in 
August of 1998. 

The issues are addressed in the order they appeared under the same title in 
the Barela response. 

This response debunks every premise advanced by Mr. Barela for the 
dismissal of the charges filed against him. 

Exhibit 2 in the Barela response (BR) says nothing about the behavior of Mr. Barela, his 
intent, and his disposition in 1998. It is terribly dated (1988) and irrelevant. it is clear, as 
Mr. Barela himself documents that his attention and interests have shifted to the 
California Assembly after his initial interest in the Congress. 

The so called "Vile Methods" are slanderous assertions. 

The record would show that the contact with my campaign in 1998 was made by Mr. 
Barela. I never asked him "a number oftimes in separate telephone conversations" 
about anything. 

It is important to note that when Mr. Barela called my office, (see his admission in his 
own statement on Page 9); he was not registered as a candidate for any elected office. 
His call was extremely unfriendly and sounded like an investigation into my plans and 
strategy. 

Khourv's unrworted - in-kind contributions. and other in-kind contributions. 

[Please examine the Treasurer's answer, submitted separately by Mr. Davis, for a 
detailed response and supporting evidence]. 

Also, it is important to add the following: 
1 - I had ( nor do I have), no role whztever in the running of The Conservative 

Voice nor of The Christian Times. Ms. Pigeon was an independent contractor 
with my campaign and received a flat monthly fee from my campaign as was 
clearly reported to the FEC. 
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2- The website was developed by a volunteer using his own time and resources. 
There were no out-of-pocket expenditures by him on the development of the 
website. Whenever the website was mentioned, full disclosure was made in 
that statement. 

3- I had (nor do I have) no connection whatever with the Olive Grove Retirement 
Resort. Whatever they did, they did on their own without any coordination or 
dictation ftom me. Their advertisement is no different from that of any 
newspaper publishing an announcement about a candidate, an event, or a 
political meeting. Can this possible be considered a contribution in kind? 

4- The letter from Ms. Pigeon was not written on CRA stationary. Ms. Pigeon 
wrote the letter as an officer of the CRA using her own address. The CRA did 
not spend a penny on this mailer notwithstanding the false innuendoes that 
Mr. Barela wanted the reader to receive. The mail piece was paid for 
exclusively by my campaign. 

Mr. Barela did know or could have known the above, but chose instead to make false 
charges. 

It was minp to be a racist campa- 

No evidence is offered whatsoever for all the allegations made by Mr. Barela 
He claims his innocence and independence and offers quotes without any source or 
justification 

On page 10 the quote "win at any cost" is patently false. Mr. Barela was told that this 
statement is false immediately after he used it. He is requested to produce any document 
supporting this quotation and to substantiate the other alleged quotations appearing on 
page 10 in the middle of the page:" bloody.. ..". 

Mr. Barela links me to the Conservative Voice policy and actions, and to those of Mr. 
Zogby's. I have no control whatsoever over either. Mr. Zogby never received any inside 
information from the campaign or from me. Everything he knew or had was public 
information. 

Khoury laid out the aolitical scene and Calvert took the bait 

Mr. Barela knew or could have known that this statement is false. Exhibit 1 shows that 
the racial overtone was started by Mr Slevin in the 1998 campaign. Please note the date 
of the newspaper. it contradicts the proposition by Mr. Barela that I had intended in 
November of 1997 to make the contest racially based. The first poll conducted by the 
Calvert camp asked whether receiving "Arab" mcney was worse than being caught with a 
prostitute [I believe that the poll questions and their answers should be supoened by the 
FECI. The Slevin's comments could have easily been a reflection of the results of the 
survey. But one needs only look at the previous campaigns for a guide to the 
CalvedSlevin strategy. Mr. Calvert, as Mr. Barela well knows, sent a mailer in 1994 
depicting me on a flying carpet. This earned the rage of many individuals in Riverside 
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County as the letters to the editor of The Press Enterprise clearly demonstrated. See 
Exhibit 2. It is hard to believe, therefore, the innocence and the victimization of Mr. 
Calvert. 
The "race baiting scheme" assertion is false and slanderous. 

"The American Homefront" publication shows nothing of the sort Mr. Barela is claiming 
that the "special insert was designed to reveal that neither Calvert nor Khoury possessed 
the community service and experience." 

In fact, not once, was Mr. Calvert mentioned in this regard or in any other way. I was the 
exclusive object of the wrath and the falsehoods of Mr. Barela in that publication. 

A Campaign funded bv Arab Monev. the PAC connection, and the linkapes BO 
"subversive ~ ~ O U D S "  

The statement made by Mr. Barela on the top of page 18 beginning with "As a former 
police officer.. .and ending with an investigation", and the statements made throughout 
the headings dealing with Arab-Americans and their loyalties, especially those on page 
33 are repugnant and racist. The assertions and the innuendoes made about Arab- 
Americans and other hyphenated groups and about Arab organizations are falseand 
racist. This is equivalent to suspecting every Italian-American to be a "mafia member", 
every Irish American to be a "supporter of the IRA", every African-American to be a 
"law breaker", and so on. Any counselor on racism would advise that when you paint a 
people or a group or a culture with a broad brush, no matter the merits and exceptions, 
the action is per se insensitive, if not racist. This is so, independent of the nationality of 
the accuser. 

Mr. Barela asserts, once again, that an American-Lebanese is a dual citizen and "his 
allegiance to America" is questionable. Is it not racist when such is asserted while not a 
hint is offered of all other hyphenated groups holding dual citizenship (Israeli-American, 
Latino-American, etc.) Is one hyphenated group better than the other? By the Barela 
standard, our foreign born Secretary of State, Ms. Albright, must be a suspect individual. 

The accusation that the AAK- an Arab-American institution whose national convention in 
1998 was attended by President Clinton- and the ADC - where the Attorney General of 
the United States spoke on civil rights issues- are suspect organizations engaged in 
questionable activities is preposterous and defies logic. Mr. Barela knew or could have 
known his statements to be false. Yes, and investigation should be launched, and Mr. 
Barela should be made to pay for the consequences of his reckless charges. It is a fact 
that the Arab American Institute has raised hundreds of thousands of dollars for the 
Democratic Party, and for the election of President Clinton, but not a single penny for 
Joe Khoury. it is also a fact that its leader, Mr. Zogby, is a diehard democrat. 

The verbatim statement attributed to me on page 19 ["The claim made in the 
newspaper.. .] in BR holds strictly and proves precisely the extent of the coordination by 
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the two camps. It is impossible to believe that both camps could have made the same 
mistake, in the same words, to the same extent and at the same time. 

The question of my affiliation with these organizations is troubling on its face value 
regardless of what one thinks of the activities of these organizations. These are the 
reasons: 

could have easily determined this. Additionally, I have never contributed to either 
organization. This should in no way speak of their potency in the political domain, their 
qualities, or their problems or their modus operandi. They had nothing to do with me nor 
I with them. In fact, Mr. Barela appears to know much more about them than I ever did. 

sponsored me. It is hard to imagine how the AAI can buy a Congressional seat with a 
$100 contribution which was returned to them in the same month. The ADC never 
contributed to my campaign, nor was it ever asked to do so. In fact, it is barred from such 
activities because of its status. 

must know it to be false. He stated that "Mr. K h o q  made a public proclamation.. .The 
public believing him was deceived.. ..Mr. Khoury continued to deny those b d s  until I 
brought it to the attention of The Press Enterprise reporter". Exhibit 3 clearly shows that 
the money was quickly returned to the PAC and this happened in November 1997, well 
before Mr. Barela was a candidate or talking to the Press about my candidacy and my 
funding sources. In fact, the first filing with the FEC for the 1998 campaign did not take 
place until February 1, 1998. Mr. Barela could not have known, therefore, about the 
contribution. Also, our filings never mentioned such a contribution. We never took one. 
Furthermore, PAC's file their FEC repofis on a quarterly basis. The financial disclosures 
of the Arab Amcrican Leadership PAC were not available to the public until January 
1998. 

1-1 am not a member of either organization., nor have I ever been. Mr. Barela 

2-These organizations have never held a fundraiser for me, nor have they co- 

The assertion on page 17 by Mr. Barela i s  a blatant falsehood, and Mr. Barela 

I would welcome an interview with my campaign consultant, manager, and treasurers as 
to the strict guidelines regarding the acceptance of PAC money. Al.so, the FEC should 
examine my book on the subject of PAC contributions. Would anyone conceivably risk 
all of this for $100 contribution, which was returned? 

This is yet another illustration of a blatant falsehood. 

Mr. Barela, furthermore, could have known about the activities of a Adel Khoury 
(no relation to me- Khoury is a common name in the Middle East and means "priest". Its 
Hebrew version is Cohen), a Palestinian-American recruited by Mr. Calvert in 1994 to 
send out a mailer to the Arab-American community in the district, paid for by the Clavert 
for Congress Campaign Committee, warning them that Joe Khoury did not represent their 
community's values and that they would be better off without Khoury in Congress. That 
Mr. Khoury is now serving jail time in Jordan for murder. 

3-1 was never called by Mr. Zogby, nor have I consulted with him over any 
statement or strategy he and his institute might adopt in the wake of the Slevin comments 
in April of 1998. 
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4-Arab-Americans are neither monolithic nor homogeneous: politically, 
religiously or socially. 

The depiction of Arab-American as a people holding similar anti-American and anti- 
Jewish views is absurd. One should tell this to Secretary Shalala, Mr. Naser (President of 
Ford) and to Dr. Debakey, and hundreds of other Arab-Americans who worked for this 
great country, fought for it and died for it. 

Also, Mr. Barela had only to ask me about my essay on the contribution of Jews to 
America and to the world and I would have been too happy to oblige. 

Lies to the Hispanic community 

Regarding "the lies" to the Hispanic community, Mr. Barela should have confirmed to his 
own satisfaction that he was not considered as a candidate by the FEC when my mailer 
was sent out. To the extent he was registered officially with the Registrar of Voters he 
was not "viable". One would be hard pressed to show =candidate anywhere in the 
United States who was "viable" while not collecting the minimum contributions in 1998 
to qualify himflier for FEC filing. In fact, despite the unsubstantiated allegations by Mr. 
Barela, none of the Latino supporters of Khoury switched endorsements to Mr. Barela. 

K ~ Q U I - V ~ S  Ouestionable Carnpaipn Practices 

The FEC has investigated and never found any violation of FEC rules by any of the 
Khoury for Congress campaign committees. Every suggestion for corrections by the 
FEC was promptly acted upon by my very capable treasurers. I never filed a report on 
my own. The treasurers knew what they were doing. 

The Democratic Vote 

This is another patent falsehood as, except for one Latino mailer, allmailers went to 
Republican voters. Mr. Barela fails also to note that 2/3 of the district voted against the 
incumbent Calvert in the same primary. 

"The cheap seat to buy" assertion is a falsehood and is slanderous. In fact, it has been 
very expensive even to me personally as it did cost me tens of thousands of dollars much 
ofwhich is still carried on my credit cards at exorbitant rates of interest. So much for 
Arab money buying a seat in Riverside County! After all the expenditures, I still lost. 
Where is the "Arab money'' to pay back the money that the campaign still owes me? 
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Charye of Excess Campaign Funding 

The assertion that we engaged in a "deceitful ploy" is another falsehood. 

The question was not the amount, but the legitimacy of the contribution at that point in 
time given the status of the Barela campaign, and given that he had raised no substantial 
funds from any other source. An attorney from Bel Air would (should) have known that 
money is the mother milk of politics and that Mr. Barela was not going to defeat an 
incumbent with the meager funds he had raised. In fact the limited funds could have only 
insured the success of Mr. Calvert if they were used to help reinforce his theme through 
the publication of the Homefront by Mr. Barela. 

Khourv's Smoking Gun 

Mr. Barela should also have checked that the FEC did investigate the matter that we 
cooperated fully, and that the FEC accepted our answers that we have met all reasonable 
efforts for full disclosure. The matter was laid to rest by the FEC. 

Exhibit 15 is per se redundant. 

All The other points are either repetitive, self-serving, false, or irrelevant. 

Conclusion 

Any person capable of the false arguments that Mr. Barela did advance should inspire no 
trust and credibility. The case against him with the FEC is, therefore, warranted. Most 
of those engaged in the politics of Riverside County knew the Barela role. Perhaps some 
should be interviewed on the record by the FBI. 

I urge that the investigation be continued and be, in fact, deepened. The assertions by 
Mr. Barela stretch incredulity. To argue that all the convergences between his campaign 
and that of Mr. Calvert were simply coincidences intended to protect the citizens of 
Riverside County and those of the United States from Arabs and their money is simply 
untenable. It is also interesting that the distinction between Arab-American money and 
"Arab" money was never made by either camp. The former is legal. The latter, the Arab 
money, is illegal and embodies all the sinister implications that Mr. Calvert and Mr. 
laarela wanted to convey to the voters. 

The falsehoods about the PAC money were repeated by both candidates in mailers 
published at almost the exact same time at the end of the campaign. The reference was 
made to old minimal contributions by PACs in previous campaigns. In my opinion, this 
could not have been accidental. I accepted no such money in 1998. 
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I request that this matter proceed vigorously toward the discovery of the whole truth 
about the Calvert/BareIa connection. No amount of flag waving by Mr. Barela can hide 
the fact that he has systematically distorted the truth, as the above shows, and that his 
proclamation of innocence could not, therefore, be believed. 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME 

NOlARY PUBLIC 
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P.0. BOX 51 598 
RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA 9251 7 

November 26,1997 

Arab American PAC 
918 16th Street, N.W,, Sulk 601 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Khouty for Congress - 43rd District 

Dear Sirs: 

Enclosed is your contribution check #lo07 to Khorary for Congress. Although wc 
greatly appreciate your contribution, it  is Dr. Khoury's policy not to accept 
contributions from political action committees. 

If you have any questions, please call our campaign headquarters at 909/343-1998, 

David L. Davis 

cc: Dr. Sarkis Joseph Khoury 



FEB--24-Y9 l W : 4 4  Ft'l D A V I D  D A V I S  9096772760 735 P.02 'I 


